
The Workers Educational Association (WEA) 

was launched in the North East in 1910 at a 

time when education was mostly accessible 

to the wealthy.  And, 4 years after these 

opportunities opened up to ordinary people, 

the world was at war. 

 

Some men enlisted and carried on what 

study they could in the trenches. Others with 

strong pacifist or political views took the route 

of conscientious objection.  Women took on 

new and adventurous roles in the nascent 

educational movement and in wider society. 

 

A year-long HLF-funded project will explore 

how the men and women involved in the 

WEA responded to the turbulent times they 

were living through.  

 

Uncover fascinating stories 
from WWI: 

 Traditional war heroes 

 Conscientious objectors 
and other non-
combatants 

 Women’s lives before, 
during and after the war 

Develop research skills 

Create and exhibit art, writing, 
music, crafts, or photography/
video that relate to WWI 

Visit war graves in France  Contact:  

Dr Jude Murphy:  

jmurphy@wea.org.uk 

 

The WEA in World War I  

in the North EastEastEast 

Imagine beginning to widen your 

horizons at the moment the world 

falls apart … 

weainworldwar1.wordpress.com   

ne.wea.org.uk 



 

Planned events 
and activities 

 Research groups will meet 
regularly and visit archives to 

uncover new stories. 

 Research training workshops 

will support this activity. 

 12 volunteers will visit the First 

World War Graves in France. 

 Artistic workshops and short 
courses, helping participants 
create responses to the theme 

of the WEA in WWI. 

 Exhibitions of creative work. 

 A theatre production by 

learning disabled adults  

 A commemorative edition of 
The Highway, the WEA’s 
bulletin during and beyond the 

Great War. 

About the project 

Workers’ Educational Association 
North East (WEA) has been 
awarded £60,300 from the  
Heritage Lottery Fund  (HLF) for 
a First World War 
commemorative project, ‘The 
WEA in WW1 in the North 

East’.  

The project will stretch across  

Durham 

Newcastle 

Sunderland 

South Shields.  

Volunteers, students and WEA 
members will be given the tools 
to explore this educational 
movement during the war.  

 

 

For further information on how to get involved, 

contact:  

jmurphy@wea.org.uk 

A working 
class hero ... 

WEA Tutor Philip Brown set 
aside offers of a glittering 
career to teach in the pit 
villages of Durham.   He 

enlisted as an ordinary sol-
dier but eventually accepted 

a commission  in the DLI.  
He was killed in action on 4 

Nov 1915.  

Thomas Kenny, a WEA stu-
dent, was awarded the Vic-
toria Cross for his heroism 

in rescuing the fatally 
wounded Brown from the 
battlefield, having carried 
Brown on his back under 

heavy gunfire. 

Stories like this will form the 
project’s backbone and in-
spire a range of commemo-

rative events. 

http://www.hlf.org.uk/
http://www.hlf.org.uk/

